
Do Gloves Make a Difference When Working Out? Arguments for and Against  

 

It's likely that you have put on gloves at some time, whether you're doing the dishes, mending 

automobiles, or participating in a cold-weather activity. The actual question, though, isn't whether you 

should wear workout gloves when skiing with a long-lost high school buddy; rather, it's whether wearing 

gloves is appropriate for your exercise regimen. The response? It's a little more complex. 

Some gym patrons take great satisfaction in their minimalist approach, choosing to work out without 

any extras. However, exercise equipment may be a lifeline for those of us who must balance day 

employment with the desire to look presentable.  

Gym goers frequently choose weight lifting gloves, including the newest models like Gunsmith Fitness' 

Power Grips. So let's weigh the benefits and drawbacks and determine whether or not weight gloves 

should be in your exercise bag. 

 

Advantages:  

 

1. Better Grip: Contemporary exercise gloves are made of materials that improve grip, which lessens the 

likelihood of slipping when performing exercises with bars or wires. The fabric's ability to absorb 

perspiration guarantees a firm grip, so reducing the possibility of harm. 

2. Wrist Support: A lot of gloves come with built-in wrist bands that enhance stability when lifting, 

which is particularly helpful for people who have had wrist issues in the past or when performing 

workouts like bench presses.  

 

3. Callus Prevention: By acting as a barrier, workout gloves help stop calluses from developing on gym 

equipment from repeated rubbing. Those who value hand aesthetics or work in white-collar jobs will 

find this very intriguing. 

4. Chalk Substitute: Gloves protect fingers and hands without the mess of chalk residue, so there's no 

need for dirty chalk.  

5. Protection for Your Fingers and Hands: Exercise equipment can be quite heavy and harsh. By adding 

an extra line of protection, gloves lessen the chance of unintentional pinches or crushes. 

Cons: 

 1. Reduced Grip Strength: According to some, gloves may impede the development of grip strength by 

supporting the hand and forearm muscles in particular. Targeted grip strength training, however, can 

mitigate this impact.  

2. Preference for Calluses: Although gloves help avoid calluses, some people would rather not wear 

workout gloves because they think that having callused hands is a sign of commitment.  

3. Potential for Worse hold: Exercises where bar thickness is important may be affected by thick gloves 

making it harder to hold thicker bars. 
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4. Technique Adjustment: After years of lifting without gloves, switching to gloves may need some 

getting used to. This might mean changing preferences and technique for specific exercises. 

 

In conclusion, the choice to wear training gloves while exercise is based on individual needs, fitness 

objectives, and preferences. Gloves can provide advantages like preventing calluses and protecting 

hands, but they can also cause problems like reducing grip strength and requiring technique 

modifications. Whether or not gloves should be a part of your gym regimen is ultimately up to you, but 

there's no denying that they are useful for weightlifters looking to improve their training. 
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